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MARITAL STATUS OF DELINQUENTS IN RELATION- 
SHIP TO RORSCHACH TEST SCORES 


By M. J. Pescor, Passed Assistant Surgeon, United States Public Health Service 


This is the second of a series of articles dealing with the relationship 
of various factors to the Rorschach test as applied to delinquents. 
The current study is concerned with marital status as a factor in the 
test performance of 476 prisoners admitted to the United States 
Northeastern Penitentiary during the 11-month period from July 1, 
1935, to June 1, 1936. 

The author was unable to find any references in the literature deal- 
ing with the relationship of marital status to the Rorschach test. 
However, marital status is a factor worth studying for the simple 
reason that it is a rough measure of sexual adjustment. Theoretically 
a single man has not reached the acme of a normal heterosexual 
adjustment. He either has a socially unacceptable relationship with 
the opposite sex or else he has no physiological sexual outlet. In 
the first instance he will worry over fear of impregnating his partner, 
of contracting venereal disease, of being discovered, or find some 
similar reason for emotional tension. In the second instance he will 
be consumed with envy of those who have a heterosexual outlet, 
worry over masturbation, or find some comparable reason for unhappi- 
ness. In the case of divorced and separated individuals maladjust- 
ment is obvious since they have failed to find a satisfactory mate, 
whereas congenially married men have apparently reached the ideal 
sexual goal. 

The Rorschach test is described as an instrument useful in the 
study of personality. Sexual adjustment is an important facet of 
the total personality. Whatever measures the whole should also 
shed some light on its component parts. Therefore, one should expect 
a possible relationship between marital status and the Rorschach test. 

A detailed description of the experimental group, together with a 
discussion of the procedure used in giving the test and in scoring it, 
will be found in a preceding article (1). Suffice it to say the subjects 
were quite representative of the institutional population as a whole. 
The group also compares favorably with the male admissions to all 
Federal penal and correctional institutions for the fiscal year July 1, 
1935, to June 30, 1936, as far as marital status is concerned (2). The 
percentile distribution for all male admissions to Federal institutions 
is as follows: Married, 50.50; single, 37.35; separated, 3.74; divorced, 
5.36; and widower, 3.04. For the experimental group, the distribu- 
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tion is as follows: Married, 49.15; single, 38.87; separated, 6.93; 
divorced, 3.99; widower, 1.05. For the present purposes the divorced, 
separated, and widowers were lumped together into one category, 
namely the ‘disrupted’ group. This is justifiable because of the 
relatively small number of cases and the fact that there is probably 
little difference between divorced and separated individuals. 

Since the age factor in Rorschach test results has been the subject 
of a previous study, it might be of some value to indicate the relation- 
ship of age to marital status. The average age of the married sub- 
jects was found to be 37.5425 years, of the single, 27.3920 years, and 
of the disrupted group, 36.0965 years. 

As an additional statistical procedure biserial correlations were 
computed between age and marital status, using Dunlap’s technique 
(3). Biserial correlations can be determined for only two categories; 
hence each of the three marital groups was considered as one category 
in turn and the remaining two were combined as the other category. 
Thus a biserial correlation of 0.5067 +0.0341 was found between age 
and marital status when the married individuals comprised one 
category and the single, divorced, separated, and widowed combined 
formed the other category. When the single individuals represented 
one category and the remaining marital groups combined the other 
category, the biserial correlation between age and marital status was 
found to be —0.6106+0.0291. Lastly, when the divorced, separated, 
and widowed groups combined formed one category and the single 
and married combined the other category the biserial correlation 
between age and marital status was 0.1599+0.0249. In other words, 
the married men are significantly older than the single and disrupted 
groups, whereas the single men are significantly younger than the 
married and disrupted groups. There is no statistically significant 
difference between the ages of the married and disrupted groups, as 
shown by a critical ratio of only 0.1346. 


THE RELATIONSHIP OF MARITAL STATUS TO REACTION TIME 


The relationship of marital status to reaction time, that is, the time 
elapsing between the presentation of each card and the first response, 
was studied by the biserial correlation technique outlined above. 
The results appear in table 1. 

It is apparent that no statistically significant relationship exists 
between marital status and reaction time. In all but three instances 
the biserial coefficient of correlation is less than four times its probable 
error. The three exceptions occur in the disrupted group for cards I, 
VI, and IX. This same group shows a consistent directional tend- 
ency toward a faster reaction time than either the married or single 
men, as indicated by uniform negative biserial correlations. This 
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tendency is probably independent of the age factor, since no significant 
relationship was found between age and reaction time (/). 


TaBLeE 1.—Biserial correlation between marital status and reaction time on the 


Rorschach test 


Married versus } Single versus com- | Disrupted _ versus 
combined single bined married combined mar- 
and disrupted and disrupted ried and single 

Card No. 

bi P. E. tbi P. E. 
0. 0502 0. 0419 0. 0167 0.0406 | —0. 1324 0. 0252 
—. 0040 . 0420 0332 0405 —.0578 . 0256 

0044 0420 . 0208 . 0406 —. 0487 0 
0312 0420 —. 0150 . 0406 —. 0335 0256 
0471 0419 0233 0406 | —. 1388 0251 
—.0403 0420 1020 . 0403 —. 0550 0256 
| 0507 0419 | —. 0155 .0406 | —.0717 0256 
0210 0420 0886 . 0403 —. 1756 0248 
1074 0416 —. 0726 0405 —. 0752 0255 


1 Biserial correlation coefficient. 
THE RELATIONSHIP OF MARITAL STATUS TO TYPE OF PRIMARY RESPONSE 


The relationship of marital status to primary common (vulgar) and 
original responses was also studied by the biserial correlation method. 
The responses were weighted according to the degree of vulgarity in 
order to get at least one continuous variable. The computation of 
weighted values was based on the procedure outlined in a preceding 
article (1). Suffice it to say, a response given by only one individual 
to a given card was classed as original, a response given by two or 
more individuals was classed as common or vulgar. The findings are 
presented in table 2. 


TABLE 2.—Biserial correlation between marital status and primary responses to the 
Rorschach test classified according to originality and degree of popularity 


Married versus |} Single versus com- | Disrupted versus 
combined single bined married combined single 
and disrupted and disrupted and married 

Card No. 
t bi P. bi Pp. E. bi P. E. 
—0. 0592 0. 0419 0. 0706 0.0405 | —0.0170 0. 0257 
. 0166 . 0420 0329 0405 —. 0962 0254 
—. 1355 . 0414 1649 . 0397 —. 0452 0256 
—. 1801 . 0409 . 1400 . 0400 0915 0254 
0709 0418 0598 . 0405 —. 2565 0237 


Table 2 shows that there are only 10 biserial coefficients of corre- 
lation which exceed four times their probable errors. Even these 
exceptions are not of any important statistical significance. Certain 
directional tendencies do exist. For instance, the single men tend to 
give common or vulgar responses. However, this may be due to the 
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influence of age. Single men are young, as a rule, and young men are 
inclined to give common or vulgar responses (J). Married men tend 
to show greater originality than the disrupted group in their responses 
to cards I, II, IV, and VIII, whereas the disrupted group inclines 
toward greater originality in responses to cards III, V, VI, VII, IX, 
and X. 

Types of responses were also classified according to various descrip- 
tive formulae. For example, the word “‘bat,’’ given in reply to the 
first card, is a general response since it is dependent upon the shape of 
the whole figure. It is also an animal reply. Accordingly, the for- 
mula is GFA, meaning “general,” “form,” “animal” (form because the 
shape of the figure provides the chief stimulus). In order to study 
the relationship of marital status to this classification of primary 
responses, coefficients of contingency were computed, since all the 
data were grouped in classes or categories (4). As may be seen in 
table 3, no statistically significant relationship exists. Only on cards 
I and X is the coefficient of contingency greater than four times its 
probable error and then only by a slight margin. 


TABLE 3.—Coefficienis of contingency between marital status and primary responses 
to the Rorschach test classified according to descriptive formulae 


Card Cc P. E. Card Cc P.E. 


Color, motion, unshaded detail, and small detail replies were so few 
in number that it was found impracticable to make a study of these 
factors by individual card. This particular phase of the investigation 
will, therefore, be taken up in connection with total scores. 


THE RELATIONSHIP OF MARITAL STATUS TO ANALYTICAL METHOD 


Rorschach cards may be analyzed by giving general or detail 
responses only or by giving details first and then general replies, or 
vice versa. Table 4 presents the biserial correlation between marital 
status and analytical method. Aside from certain directional ten- 
dencies nothing of statistical importance is disclosed. Married men 
show a tendency toward detail to general type of analysis, whereas 
single men and individuals in the disrupted group tend to give general 
responses only. Since the married men are older than the single, the 
age factor may account for the tendency toward detail to general type 
of reasoning. Conversely, the single men are younger, and younger 
men tend to give general or detail responses only. The findings for 
the disrupted group are relatively uninfluenced by the age factor. 
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TaBLe 4.—Biserial correlations between marital status and analytical method 


Married versus | Single versus mar- | Disrupted versus 
ru single 

bi P. E. bi P. E. bi P. E. 
General 0. 0590 0.0419 | —0.0706 0. 0405 0.0178 0. 0257 
Detail to general .0418 | —. 0403 .0405 | —. 1033 . 0254 
0415 . 0578 0405 . 1154 . 0253 


THE RELATIONSHIP OF MARITAL STATUS TO RORSCHACH TOTAL SCORES 


As may be seen in table 5, very few biserial correlations between 
marital status and various total scores exceed four times their prob- 
able errors. A few directional tendencies may be cited. Married 
men and individuals in the disrupted group tend to give original 
replies, whereas the single men do not. The age factor may account 
for this difference. The single men in general lean toward lower 
total scores than either of the other two marital groups. This is like- 
wise the probable influence of age. Members of the disrupted group 
are inclined to give a higher total of general, motion, color, human 
anatomy, and abstract responses than the other two groups. The 
age factor probably plays a part in the latter findings also. 


TABLE 5.—Biserial correlation between marital status and total scores on Rorschach 


test 
Married versus | Single versus dis- | Disrupted versus 
and dis- — and mar- and 
Tu r single 
Total scores 

bi P.E. bi P. E. bi P.E. 
Common (vulgar) unweighted_-_.-.....-.- —0. 0437 0. 0419 0. 0872 0.0403 | —0. 0802 0. 0255 
Common (vulgar) weighted_-......------- —. 0294 . 0420 . 1029 .0403 | —. 1388 . 0251 
1543 0412 —. 2385 0389 . 1498 . 0250 
0730 0418 —. 1309 0401 1055 0254 
—. 0421 -0419 | —. 0358 0405 1528 0250 
0956 . 0417 —. 1086 0403 0176 0257 
0305 . 0420 —. 0897 0403 1113 0253 
—. 0374 . 0420 0286 0406 1291 0252 
0042 . 0420 —. 1198 0401 2221 0241 
. 0449 . 0419 —. 0992 . 0403 . 1006 
Hint —. 0136 . 0420 —. 0879 . 0403 1959 0245 
ADO —. 0220 .0420 | —. 0714 0405 . 1806 0247 
Unusual (small details, etc.) -......---..-- —. 0035 . 0420 . 0032 . 0406 . 0017 . 0257 

SUMMARY 


1. This is the second of a series of articles dealing with the relation- 
ship of various personal factors to the Rorschach test as applied to 
476 delinquents admitted to the United States Northeastern Peni- 
tentiary from July 1, 1935, to June 1, 1936. 
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2. The present study deals with the relationship of marital status 
to Rorschach test results. 

3. As far as delinquents are concerned, marital status is of no 
important statistical significance in Rorschach test performance. 

4. Certain subsignificant tendencies do exist such as the inclination 
for divorced, separated, and widowed individuals to have a faster 
reaction time, and a higher total of general, motion, color, human 
anatomy, and abstract responses than either the single or married 
men. Single men tend to have a lower total score than either of the 
other two marital groups. Married men and individuals in the dis- 
rupted group tend to give original responses, whereas single men 
seem to favor popular (vuigar) responses. 

5. These tendencies are probably influenced by the age factor. 
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